NATIONALISM,   1914-1920
with necessities, that on July i4th, when the prospect of early
reinforcements from India to keep lines of communication open
and to meet the situation in lower Iraq seemed faint, the
Acting Civil Commissioner actually put forward the proposal
to give up the whole Wilayet of Mosul,3 The proposal was
vetoed both in India and London and means were found to
maintain the garrison.
In the remainder of 'Iraq and particularly in Baghdad, the
incidents on the upper Euphrates and the news of Sharif
'Abdullah's election, on March 8th, had spurred the Nationalists
to renewed agitation2 to which the Covenanters at Damascus
continued to give their support. These activities led Miss
Gertrude Bell, whose Intelligence work kept her in close touch
with Arab sentiment, to write on April loth:
I think we're on the edge of a pretty considerable Arab
nationalist demonstration with which I'm a good deal in
sympathy. It will, however, force our hand and we shall
have to see whether it will leave us with enough hold to
carry on here. . . .3
The announcement, on May 3rd, that Great Britain had
been assigned the Mandate for 'Iraq further agitated the
Nationalists to whom it came as fresh proof that Great Britain
had no intention of keeping her early promises. Their opposi-
tion was based on objections more fundamental than any
failure to appreciate the concept of trusteeship originally
implied in the mandate system.1 That failure, it has been
1  Haldane, op cit, p. 235.   Also Telegrams. Civil Commissioner, Baghdad,
to S/S for India, No 8785, July 2ist, 1920; No  9889, August i6th, 1920.
2 A series of letters, dated 23 Rabjab (April I2th), 1920, and addressed to the
King of Syria (Faisal) and to the King of 'Iraq (*Abdullah), later fell into the
hands of the authorities.   The letters congratulated the two Amirs in their
election, and assured the latter a welcome from his loyal subjects.  They were
signed by the Shaikhs and Saiyids of the Shamiya, the Samawa, the Rumaitha
(Ban! Huchaim) and the Muntafiq tribes, and by the notables and Saiyids of
Najaf, Kufa, Hula and of the Shamiya. E\ery one of the signatories, \\ith the
exception of two, took leading parts in the Insurrection of 1920.
3  Bell, Letters, Vol. n, p  486
4 Wright, Quincy, Mandates under the League of Nations (Chicago,  1930),
pp. 3i4ff.